






 
 

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT AND GREEN ECONOMY  
 

“Sustainable Development is development that meets the needs of the present without 
compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs.” (Brundtland, 1987).  
 
It is not correct to treat the topic of Sustainability as an “enviromental” issue, when in reality the 
issue is much more dramatically tied to the real meaning of our life and our reason to exist.  There 
will not be resources nor possibilities to cure even a child, if we do not understand soon that we 
must turn the page and start a new evolutionary process that modifies substancially a way to 
interpret our civilization and its economic and social truths.  There will not be any more added 
value, jobs, or well-being for anybody if we do not understand that the great economic crisis is not 
caused from contingent and limited situations, but is born from a vision of the world and a common 
living style that now demands a new attitude and a new balance. 
 
The pollution problems, atmospherical impacts and the dangerous modifications of the natural cycle 
are not solved only by taking action on specific issues (for example: general energy saving, 
lowering Co2 emissions, or regulating the greenhouse effect), but by facing the true structural 
causes that are actually determined by the overlapping of all these issues. The root of the problem is 
tied to the way in which “Added Value” (material and immaterial) of our society is created and 
used.  Therefore, the core of the issue is actually Sustainable Development from an economical 
perspective.  The  “Added Value” or EVA (Economic Value Added) should be used as an increment 
of value through the contribution of work and capital factors, and not as the value of an enterprise at 
the end of compensation of risk capital, thus avoiding speculation on the creation of virtual values 
of the enterprise.  
 
Its fundamental to synthetize the base study that created the first and true alarm in the consciences 
of the planet's leaders on this topic of sustainability . In 1971 the Club of Rome 
(http://www.clubofrome.org/) challenged Massachussets Institute of Technology (MIT) of Boston to 
single out the critical factors that would impact the evolution of our society, and their expected 
consequences for the future.  The study lead to the report “The Limits to Growth” that predicted the 
collapse of our population before the end of year 2100 (more precisely between 2050-2070). The 
report, having been sent to all world leaders (Governments, NGO, academic institutions, students, 
etc), was sourly criticized.  It was also placed aside and soon forgotten because of its devastating 
forecast that decidedly put under question our actual economic and social model.  Today the topic of 
the Sustainability is an issue of the greatest importance in all countries of the world. 
 



 
 
The diagram highlights the possible evolution of five critical factors identified, with their 
interrelations, that determine the possible development of our civilization.  These factors are: 
natural resources, food, population development, evolution of capital, impact of the pollution. The 
diagram is explained with particular detail because its fundamental that everyone takes into account 
the importance of Sustainability and because it is essential to identify concrete solutions for these 
conditions.  
 
The “The Limits to Growth” (1971) report and its predictions can easily be verified, especially the 
start of the food shortage crisis forseen at the beginning of the new century. As well as the  
industrial capital decrease and the beginning of the economic crisis punctually taking place exactly 
in these predicted years.  The problem of the scarsity of resources at the end of the previous century 
has also already begun, as well as the growing pollution problem.  Today, everything that has been 
mentioned in the report is being confirmed. 
 
There is no time to lose. 
  
If humans are the most intelligent species living on Earth, it is possible to imagine an economic 
model in which all destructive and devastating work can be stopped; a model that can give us a firm 
solution to the current economic crisis, a guaranteed universal and long-lasting social model to 
solve the growing problem of deminishing planetary resources, a model that will make it possible 
for us to stop smothing our Earth with pollution.  
 
From this point of view the word Sustainability represents the imitation of natural cycles and the 
logical morals that inspire them, manifesting its elements of harmony and justice in everything, for 
everyone, always.  A cultural and behavioural movement must begin.  It must be able to make the 
model of today's existing market evolve, and consequently our society, and then the atmosphere 
from which we draw our same existence.  The Sustainability cannot be reached if we don't 
completely enter into the rules that have always characterized the existence of our planet and 
determined our same existence.  If we don't harmonized our actions according to these natural laws, 
all shall be ended, partial, useless, sterile. 
 
 The Sustainability does not concern the vitality of the Earth, rather it questions the survival of our 
species: if we don't decide to modify the economic and social model in which today we are 
accustomed, we shall guiltily assist to the collapse of our civilizations.  
 
Art, culture, nature, beauty, shall save the world.  They are all assets that create economic value and 



well-being in a totally sustainable way, beyond being appreciated and desired by people of every 
community and nation. Many rich countries possess these assets, unique, exceptional and 
everlasting. They shall be extraordinary forces and strategic devices for the competitive market and 
for the creation of true value.  
 
It is necessary to make certain that a single person's behavior is not an exception in respect to the 
life-style of the society in which we live. It is necessary that everyone makes an effort to promote 
this new way of existance in every situation and with great consistency.  Revolutions aren't 
necessary, nor are dogmatic attitudes, controversy or conflicts.  Its all much more simple, easy, 
natural, intimate, and diverse from one person to another.  
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